Tax commission FAQ: https://tax.idaho.gov/taxes/income-tax/individual-income/popular-credits-and-deductions/house-bill-93-idaho-parental-choice-tax-credit/
General Informational Emails 
SEND DATE: Early Fall  

SUBJECT: Exciting News! The Idaho Parental Choice Tax Credit Can Help Cover Your Child’s Tuition 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

We have exciting news! Idaho has launched the Idaho Parental Choice Tax Credit, a new school choice tax credit program that could help cover the cost of your child’s education. 

Through this program, eligible families will receive a credit to use for tuition here at [SCHOOL], textbooks, transportation, and more.  

Who is Eligible?  

For the 2025-2026 school year, your child may receive a credit if he or she is: 
· An Idaho resident K-12 student ages 5-18 (or up to age 21 for students with a qualifying disability). 
· While there is no income limit, priority is given to families earning under 300% of the federal poverty line (~$96,450 for a family of four). 
· Families must have filed a 2024 Idaho tax return to apply.

How to Apply: Applications open January 2026 and are awarded on a first-come-first-served basis for qualified families.  
How to prepare:  
 
· Organize Documents: Have access to your 2024 Idaho tax return, education-related receipts from the 2025 school year, your child’s information, or any IEPs or other documentation demonstrating special learning needs.
· Create your Taxpayer Access Point (TAP) account: Visit tax.idaho.gov/NewTAP to create your account for when the portal opens.
· Plan Your Budget: The Idaho Parental Choice Tax Credit may not cover full tuition costs; check with your school about total costs and other available financial accommodation, if needed. 

Learn more at: https://getschoolchoice.org/states/idaho/

We encourage all [SCHOOL] families to apply. If you have any questions, feel free to contact our office. 

Best, 
[School Name] 
_____________________________________________________________________________
SEND DATE: Five days before application opens- January 10th 

Subject: REMINDER: How to Apply for the Idaho Parental Choice Tax Credit!

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Applying for the Idaho Parental Choice Tax Credit is easy, and we want to ensure you don’t miss out on this opportunity to help cover tuition and other educational expenses at [SCHOOL]! 

Before the application opens, make sure you have the following resources available: 

· Visit tax.idaho.gov/NewTAP to create your account for when the portal opens.
· Have access to your 2024 Idaho tax return
· Collect any education-related receipts from the 2025 school year, your child’s information, or any IEPs or other documentation demonstrating special learning needs.

 
Need help? [ADMINISTRATOR at SCHOOL] is available to assist you with the application process. Just call us at [SCHOOL PHONE NUMBER] or stop by the office. 

Best, 
[School Name] 
 
SAMPLE TEXT MESSAGE 1:  

SEND DATE: January 15th  
Don’t wait! The Idaho Parental Choice Tax Credit application is now open. Apply today at [application link] 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 


SEND DATE: January 15th 
Subject: Apply Now – Idaho Parental Choice Tax Credit Application is Open!
Dear Families,
Today is the day! The Idaho Parental Choice Tax Credit application portal is officially open. Families can now apply to receive up to:
· $5,000 per eligible student
· $7,500 for students with qualifying disabilities
These funds can help cover tuition, tutoring, curricula, textbooks, testing fees, transportation, and other qualified educational expenses.
⏱ Important Details
· Applications are first-come, first-served.
· Priority is given to families earning under 300% of the Federal Poverty Level.
· Applications close on March 15, 2026, or sooner if funds run out.	Comment by Bill Phillips: is this correct? From the Tax Credit commission.

I'm not sure I believe because the program is supposed to create a waitlist.	Comment by Gissell Vera: Latest update on messaging from the tax commission specifies March 15th as the last day to apply. I am assuming any one who applies after will be place on the waitlist automatically? 
✅ How to Apply
1. Log in to your TAP account (Idaho’s Taxpayer Access Point). Don’t have one? Register at tax.idaho.gov/NewTAP.
2. Make sure you filed your 2024 Idaho Form 40 tax return and have it on hand.
3. Complete your application online starting today, January 15, 2026.
📌 Apply now before funds run out: [Insert Application Link]
We encourage you to act quickly to secure this opportunity for your family.
Sincerely,
[School Leader Name]
_____________________________________________________________________________
SEND DATE: One day before application window closes (March 14, 2026)
Subject: LAST CALL – Idaho Parental Choice Tax Credit Applications Close Tomorrow!	Comment by Bill Phillips: Are we sure the applications close? Correct me if wrong, but if there's still money someone who filed after could apply -- right?	Comment by Gissell Vera: Yes! latest communication asks parents to apply by the 15th and if there are funds available they will re-open. 
Dear Parents and Guardians,
This is your final reminder! The Idaho Parental Choice Tax Credit application closes TOMORROW, March 15, 2026, at 11:59 PM.
If you haven’t applied yet, now is the time. This program can provide up to:
· $5,000 per eligible student, or
· $7,500 for students with qualifying disabilities
These funds can be used for tuition, curricula, tutoring, textbooks, testing fees, transportation, and more.
Apply here: [Insert Application Link]
If you need last-minute assistance, our office will be open [insert hours].
Best,
[School Name]
SAMPLE TEXT MESSAGE 1:  

SEND DATE: March 14, 2026
LAST CALL! Idaho Parental Choice Tax Credit applications close TOMORROW at midnight. Apply now: [Insert Link]
_____________________________________________________________________________
SEND DATE: March 16, 2026
Subject: What’s Next? Idaho Parental Choice Tax Credit Updates
Dear Parents and Guardians,
Thank you to everyone who applied for the Idaho Parental Choice Tax Credit! The application window is now closed, and here’s what comes next:
· Processing & Review: The Idaho Tax Commission will review applications and verify eligibility based on 2024 Idaho tax returns.
· Notifications: Families will be notified of their approval status by April 15, 2026. Notifications will include whether you qualify for the credit, advance payment, or both.
· Next Steps: If awarded, you’ll receive detailed instructions on how the credit will be applied or how advance payment will be issued.
If you have any questions in the meantime, please reach out—we’re here to help support you.
Best,
[School Name]


October 2025 – Early Awareness
Email 1: Program Announcement
Subject: New Education Tax Credit Available for Idaho Families
Dear Families,
We are excited to share important news: Idaho has launched the Parental Choice Tax Credit Program. This new initiative helps families cover a wide range of educational expenses outside of the public school system.
· Families may qualify for up to $5,000 per student (or $7,500 for students with disabilities).
· Eligible expenses include private school tuition, homeschooling materials, tutoring, testing fees, and transportation.
· The program is first-come, first-served, with priority given to families earning less than 300% of the Federal Poverty Level.
Applications open January 15, 2026. We will share step-by-step instructions to help you prepare.
Sincerely,
[School Leader Name]
_____________________________________________________________________________



Email 2: Timeline 
Subject: Important Deadlines for the Idaho Parental Choice Tax Credit
Dear Families,
We want to make sure you have all the important dates for the Idaho Parental Choice Tax Credit Program. Please mark your calendars and take action early so you don’t miss out:
· November 1, 2025 – File your 2024 Idaho Form 40 tax return by this date.
· December 1, 2025 – Register for a TAP account (Idaho Taxpayer Access Point) at tax.idaho.gov/NewTAP.
· January 15, 2026 – Applications open for tax credit and advance payment.
· March 15, 2026 – Deadline to apply for the tax credit and advance payment.	Comment by Bill Phillips: same; per my earlier question
· April 15, 2026 – Parents will be notified whether they’ll receive the credit, the advance payment, or both.
· To Be Determined – The Tax Commission may reopen the application if funds remain.
This program can provide up to $5,000 per student (or $7,500 for students with disabilities) to help cover tuition, curricula, tutoring, and other eligible expenses. Because funds are limited, we strongly encourage families to prepare early.
If you have any questions or need help setting up your TAP account, please let us know—we are here to help.
Sincerely,
[School Leader Name]
_____________________________________________________________________________

Email 3: How to prepare...
Subject: Steps to Prepare for the Idaho Parental Choice Tax Credit
Dear Families,
The Idaho Parental Choice Tax Credit will be available starting January 15, 2026, but there are a few important steps you can take now to prepare:
1. Review the FAQs – Make sure you and your expenses qualify.
2. File your 2024 Idaho tax return (Form 40) by November 1, 2025 – Even if you normally don’t file, you must submit a return to apply (see FAQ 7).
3. Register for a TAP account by December 1, 2025 – This is Idaho’s Taxpayer Access Point online portal. Registration can take up to 14 days, and you cannot apply without it. Sign up at tax.idaho.gov/NewTAP.
4. Save your receipts – Keep receipts for all qualified education expenses like tuition, curricula, tutoring, and transportation (see FAQs 3 and 3a).
⚠️ Please note: Submitting an application does not guarantee that you will receive the credit or advance payment.	Comment by Bill Phillips: Smart. Really good to include.
Taking these steps early will make the application process easier once the window opens in January.
Sincerely,
[School Leader Name]
_____________________________________________________________________________


Email 4: End of October (MUST file before November 1st) 	Comment by Bill Phillips: says strongly recommended below; if it's not a hard regulation, I'd use different language.	Comment by Gissell Vera: Nov. 1st is the deadline specify on the Tax commission timeline. I am unsure if it a hard deadline. 
Subject: Filing Your 2024 Idaho Tax Return – Even if You Don’t Owe Taxes before Nov.1st
Dear Families,
To qualify for the Idaho Parental Choice Tax Credit, you must file a 2024 Idaho Form 40—even if you don’t have taxable income or normally don’t file.
· You can file with zero income using special instructions provided by the Idaho Tax Commission.
· Families must file their return as soon as possible—no later than November 1, 2025 to allow enough time for processing.
·   2024 Idaho Form 40 Tax Return
· Special Filing Instructions
· Filing ensures that your household is entered into the system and that your eligibility can be verified when applications open in January 2026.
· For more information, please reference the Tax Commision FAQ website. 
Taking this step now will save time later and make sure you’re ready to apply on day one.
Sincerely,
[School Leader Name]
_____________________________________________________________________________


November/December 2026 – Prep for Application
Email 5: Before December 1st- How to Apply
Subject: Get Your TAP Account Ready for the Parental Choice Tax Credit
Dear Families,
To apply for the Idaho Parental Choice Tax Credit, you’ll need to apply online through the state’s Taxpayer Access Point (TAP).
If you don’t already have a TAP account for individual income tax, please register for one as soon as possible. We strongly recommend doing this by December 1, 2025, so you’ll be ready when applications open in January.
· TAP registration can take anywhere from 1 day to 2 weeks, depending on your circumstances.
· To learn more about TAP, visit the Idaho Tax Commission’s introduction page.
· To create your account, go to tax.idaho.gov/NewTAP.
⚠️ Important: To qualify for the Parental Choice Tax Credit, you must also have filed a 2024 Idaho Form 40 tax return.
By taking these steps now, you’ll be ready to apply as soon as the application window opens on January 15, 2026.
Sincerely,
[School Leader Name]
_____________________________________________________________________________


January 2026 – Urgent Reminder: Application Opens 	Comment by Bill Phillips: I think you want to say "Urgent..."
Email 6: Reminder 
Subject: Be Ready – Tax Credit Applications Open January 15
Dear Families,
The application window opens January 15, 2026, and we encourage you to apply early. To get started, here’s what you’ll need:
1. 2024 Idaho State Tax Return – You must file your 2024 return to qualify.
2. TAP Account – This is the Idaho Tax Commission’s online portal. If you don’t already have one, create an account at tax.idaho.gov/NewTAP. Please note that registration can take up to two weeks.
3. Receipts and Documentation – Save receipts for all 2025 educational expenses (e.g., tuition invoices, tutoring payments, curricula purchases).
Applications are reviewed in the order they are received, and funds are limited. Families above the 300% FPL threshold will be waitlisted and processed after priority applications. 
Reference the 2024 federal poverty level.  for qualifying income questions. 
Take these steps now so you’re ready to apply as soon as the window opens.
Sincerely,
[School Leader Name]
______________________________________________________________________
Email 7: Program Awareness 
Subject: What Counts as a Qualified Expense for Tax Credit?
Dear Families,
As you prepare to apply for the Idaho Parental Choice Tax Credit, it’s important to know what types of expenses may qualify.
✅ Examples of Qualified Expenses
Expenses must be directly related to your student’s academic instruction in core subjects like English language arts, math, science, and social studies. They must also be reasonable and necessary. Examples include:
· School tuition or fees
· Curriculum that includes English language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies, at a minimum
· Textbooks
· Tutoring
· Courses associated with nationally standardized assessments
· Transportation
❌ Examples of Expenses That Do Not Qualify
· Expenses for anyone not qualified for the credit/advance payment
· Vacations
· Big-screen televisions
· Gaming computers
· Vehicles
· Entertainment

⚠️ Important Reminder: While homeschool materials such as textbooks and curricula can qualify, instruction provided directly by a parent does not count toward eligible expenses. By keeping receipts for all education-related expenses, you’ll be ready to submit them if your application is approved.
Sincerely,
[School Leader Name]
_____________________________________________________________________________
Late February 2026 – Urgent Reminder	Comment by Bill Phillips: Urgent
Email 7: Last Call for Applications
Subject: Don’t Miss Out – Apply for the Tax Credit by March 15
Dear Families,
This is a reminder that March 15, 2026, is the last day to apply for the credit and advance payment for the Idaho Parental Choice Tax Credit.	Comment by Bill Phillips: Is the tax commission saying this in writing?	Comment by Gissell Vera: Yes, question 1C! Just swapped in the exact language. https://tax.idaho.gov/taxes/income-tax/individual-income/popular-credits-and-deductions/house-bill-93-idaho-parental-choice-tax-credit/
· Apply now to receive up to $5,000 per child for tuition, curricula, tutoring, and more.
· Families below 300% of the Federal Poverty Level are prioritized, but all families are encouraged to apply.
· Once funds are allocated, no additional applications will be accepted.
Don’t wait until the last minute! Apply today through your TAP account at tax.idaho.gov.
Sincerely,
[School Leader Name]
_____________________________________________________________________________
April–May 2026 – Post-Application Guidance
Email 4: Next Steps After Applying
Subject: What Happens After You Apply
Dear Families,
Thank you to everyone who applied for the Idaho Parental Choice Tax Credit. Here’s what comes next:
· The Idaho Tax Commission will review your application and confirm eligibility based on your 2024 tax return.
· Priority families will be processed first. We anticipate that all the funds will be spent during the initial application process. However, if funds are still available, the Tax Commission will reopen the application process.
· If approved, your credit will appear when you file your 2025 tax return, or earlier if you qualify for an advance payment.
Please continue keeping all receipts and documentation for your educational expenses. You may need to provide them to verify your claim.
We’ll share updates as the process moves forward.
Sincerely,
[School Leader Name]

